
TOBIN M. RICHTER

Curriculum Vitae
· Founder and Principal, Law Office of Tobin M. Richter

· 2034 N Clifton Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614

· Email: tmrichter29@gmail.com
· Phone: 312 330 2761
Professional Skills
Attorney, arbitrator, mediator
Litigator - conducted numerous jury and bench trials to judgment; appeals; and administrative hearings     

Professional History

· Founder and Principal, Law Office of Tobin M. Richter, July 2019 to Present
· Partner at Neal & Leroy, LLC, September 2003 - July 2019 retirement
· As outside counsel, lead the litigation practice for the Public Building Commission of Chicago.  This work included delayed or defaulted public construction projects, substantial lien cases and related construction and design issues arising under contracts, statutes, bankruptcy and surety bond law.  Practice also included commercial litigation and eminent domain

· Law Office of Tobin M. Richter, Founder and Principal, 1989 - 2003 

· Spindell, Kemp and Kimball, Partner, and head of litigation; 1984 – 1989 

· Ross & Hardies, Associate June 1973 – 1980, Partner 1981 to 1984 

Experience
Arbitration and Mediation:

· Appointed arbitrator in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Court-Annexed Arbitration Program 

· Selected as a member of the Cook County Commercial Arbitration panel 

· Member of the Circuit Court of Cook County Mechanics Lien Section Judges’ panel of volunteer arbitrators 

· Arbitrated roughly 300 cases, usually as head of the three-arbitrator panel, or as sole arbitrator. Cases arbitrated include: construction disputes, contract and business disputes, tort cases involving property damage and personal injury, and landlord tenant disputes

· Trained as a mediator by the American Arbitration Association 

· Member the Will County Circuit Court volunteer courtroom mediation panel 2017 – Present 
· Mediated 37 cases, including contract disputes, construction disputes, landlord tenant disputes and pro se court cases    

· Represented clients in mediations and arbitrations including successful mediation of a major federal civil RICO case; state cases including a troubled conversion of a large apartment building to a condominium, architectural malpractice, and contract disputes  
· Served as a judge in the ABA National Law Student Arbitration Competition championship, serving as the finals judge in 2016 – 2018 
· Served as a judge for the International Law Student Mediation Competition 2019, 2020 held at Loyola School of Law, Chicago 

Construction Law Representation: 

· Outside Litigation Counsel to the Public Building Commission of Chicago

· Commercial and residential building owners whose structures sustained damage (often severe) from adjacent construction  

· Commercial mortgage lenders (Equitable, Aetna, and Pacific Mutual) in foreclosures of all types of major commercial real estate 
· Investors in real estate financing disputes 

· Owners, general contractors and subcontractors on private construction defect and lien claims as well as construction accidents 

· Corp of Engineers permits and construction work 
· Texas Eastern Transmission Company after a drainage district and the Corps of Engineers exposed its buried, high pressure gas pipeline during a river dredging project

· Condominium owners in (post project takeover) litigation against the developers 

· Professional malpractice cases involving surveyors and architects 

· Member, Chicago Bar Association Real Estate Law, Mechanic’s Lien Subcommittee; active in that committee’s work drafting and shepherding amendments through the legislature to the Mechanics Lien Act and the Public Construction Bond Act
Commercial, Fraud and Tort Litigation:

· Represented railroads (Norfolk & Western, Soo Line) in premises liability cases, FELA cases, and crossing accident cases  

· Represented municipalities (Chicago, Oak Park, Sanibel Island, FL) in zoning and eminent domain litigation 

· Prosecuted and defended Civil RICO cases related to land development, construction and eminent domain 

· Represented creditors in bankruptcy cases 
· Represented health care provider as claimant under ERISA
· Represented plaintiffs and defendants in legal malpractice cases

Transactions – Administrative Matters:

· Zoning including hearings, rezoning, and special use permits
· Trademark registrations
· Corporate sales, mergers and acquisitions 

· Corporate finance 

· Labor regulation 

· Illinois Department of Health swimming pool construction permits 

Bar Memberships:

· Supreme Court of the United States 

· Illinois  

· U S District Court for the Northern District of Illinois (Member of the Trial Bar) 

· US District Court Eastern District of Wisconsin 

· Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals

· United States Court of Federal Claims

· Member of the American Bar Association and Chicago Bar Association 

· Admitted to the Association of Attorney Mediators
Education: 
· University of Virginia School of Law, JD 1973
· University of Virginia, School of Architecture, Bach. City Planning, 1967 
· Lane Goldstein Trial Techniques Course, graduate, 1979
Military Service:
· Officer in the Army Corps of Engineers (Active Duty 1968 – 1970), trained in combat engineering, construction, demolition fundamentals and infantry tactics
· 1st Lt., Senior Advisor, Team 44, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (1969 – 1970); advised the Vietnamese public works chief of Gia Dinh Province – surrounding Saigon -- the most populous province in Vietnam; awarded Bronze Star with First Oak Leaf Cluster 
· Training Officer 80th Infantry Div. (Reserve), Virginia 1970-1973

Publications, Teaching and selected Lectures:
· Co-author, (with Bosselman and Feuer) Federal Land Use Regulation, The Practicing Law Institute, New York, (1977)
· Author, Conservation Rights in Illinois, Illinois Bar Journal, March 1983. 
· Co-Author (with Steven Good) Auctions Emerge as Common Way of Selling Large Pieces of Property, The National Law Journal, May 19,1986

· Author, Arbitration system will work if participants are prepared, Lawyer’s Forum, Chicago Law Bulletin,  September 24, 1991
· Instructor, online CLE seminar: “Public Construction Payment Disputes”
· Spring Semester 1976, visiting instructor, land use law, University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh

· May 1977 Lecture: “Legal and Administrative Aspects of Engineering,” Department of Civil Engineering, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 
Honors:

· Martindale Hubble, rated: AV Preeminent  
· Selected by The Legal Network, a “Top Lawyer in Illinois”

· Listed in Who’s Who in America
Interests:

· Genealogy
· Oil Painting 
· Swimming
Community Activities:

· Past President of the Board, Landmarks Illinois (formerly Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois)  
· Past Chancellor, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary of Evanston, Illinois  
· Life Member Society of American Military Engineers - past Chicago Chapter vice president and board member 
· Past soccer referee American Youth Soccer Organization (“AYSO”) and United States Soccer Federation (“USSF”) and referee instructor for AYSO 
· Past Board Member and President of the Blakely Island, WA homeowners association
Reported Decisions: 
· Norfolk & W. Ry. Co. v. Liepelt, 444 U.S. 490 (1980). [FELA, jury instruction, taxation]
· Venture Associates Corp. v. Zenith Data Sys. Corp., 987 F.2d 429 (7th Cir. 1993) [interpretation of letter of intent]
· Van Abbema v. Fornell, 807 F.2d 633 (7th Cir. 1986) [issuance of Corps of Engineers navigable waters permit]
· Citicorp Sav. of Illinois v. Ascher, 196 Ill. App. 3d 570 (1990) [scope of loan guarantee] 
· Speedy Gonzalez Landscaping, Inc. v. O.C.A. Const., Inc., 385 Ill. App. 3d 699 (2008) [public construction mechanics lien]
· DT Boring, Inc v. Chicago Pub. Bldg. Comm'n, 2013 WL 5835703 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 28, 2013) [public construction Civil RICO]
· Pelfresne v. Stephens, 35 F. Supp., 2nd 1064 (N.D.  Ill. 1999) [Civil RICO, eminent domain]
· Camelot Care Centers, Inc. v. Planters Lifesavers Co., 836 F. Supp. 545 (N.D. Ill. 1993) [entitlement to ERISA recovery]
· Schiessle v. Stephens, 525 F. Supp. 763 (N.D. Ill., 1981) [antitrust , eminent domain]
· People ex rel. City of Canton v. Crouch, 79 Ill. 2d 356 (1980) (Amicus Brief) [TIF financing law constitutionality]
· SW Illinois Dev. Auth. v. Nat'l City Envtl., L.L.C., 199 Ill. 2d 225 (2002) (Amicus Brief) [eminent domain overreach, constitutional issues]
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